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has been so far from questioning, that he has endeavoured
to justify it, and has in plain terms inquired, who would
have acted otherwise ?

Every man, my lords, would have acted otherwise,
whose character had not been blasted by general detesta-
tion ; every man would have acted otherwise, who pre-
ferred the publick good to his own continuance in power;
and every man has acted otherwise who has distinguished
himself as a friend to the publick.

It is the interest of the nation, my lords, that every
office should be filled by that man who is most capable of
discharging it, whatever may be his sentiments with regard
to the minister; and that his attention should be confined
to his employment, rather than distracted by various con-
cerns and opposite relations. It is, therefore, an injury to
the publick, to thrust a skilful commissioner into the se-
nate, or to embarrass an industrious senator with a post or
commission.

Yet, my lords, that multitudes have obtained places,
who have no acquaintance with the duties of their offices,
nor any other pretensions to them, than that they have
seats in the other house, and that by distinguishing himself
in that assembly, any man may most easily obtain the pre-
ferments of the crown, is too obvious for controversy.

This practice, my lords, is a sufficient foundation for the
motion; a practice so injurious to the nation, so long con-
tinued, and so openly avowed, requires to be vigorously
opposed, lest it should become established by long custom,
and entangle itself with our constitution.

If the minister, my lords, has made it necessary to em-
ploy none but his adherents and blind followers, this ne-
cessity is alone a sufficient proof how little he confides in
his own prudence or integrity, how apprehensive he is of
the censure of the senate, and how desirous of continuing
his authority, by avoiding it. And, surely, my lords, it is
our duty, as well as our right, to address the throne, that a
minister should be removed who fears the people, since
few men fear without hating, and nothing so mjich con-
tributes to make any man an enemy to his country, as the
consciousness that he is universally abhorred.